HUPE Osijek

The first meeting of HUPE Osijek was held on 22 October 2011 with two workshops. My colleague Lidija Debeljak-Miličević, who teaches Croatian at my school, and I prepared a short talk and a workshop called The Era of English – Benign Globalism or Linguistic Imperialism. We researched the (ab)use of English in Croatia. We collected numerous examples from everyday life, especially the media, and offered Croatian equivalents. Some linguists call English ‘the killer language’ and ‘the linguistic bully’. Nevertheless, languages by themselves cannot kill, but people who learn and teach them can. Therefore, we asked what language teachers can do to prevent this undeniable influence of English. 
The second workshop, Civil Education and Teaching about the Holocaust – Translating Statistics into People, showed how English teachers can participate in commemorating the International Holocaust Remembrance Day. I provided teachers with a lesson plan which can be used in an English classroom to teach our pupils that individual people—families of grandparents, parents, and children—are behind the statistics and to emphasize that within the larger historical narrative there is a diversity of personal experience. Rejhana Nuhanović suggested more activities on the topic and shared her experiences from Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, where she spent two weeks learning how to teach about the Holocaust. 

Our second meeting was on 3 December 2011. The first talk/workshop was delivered by Goran Milić, who works as a TA at the Faculty of Philosophy, the Department of English. His workshop, Teaching Politically Correct Language, gave a short overview of major ways of coining euphemisms in the English language as well as etymologizing them according to discourse types and areas they are predominantly used (and potentially mis/overused) in. Both issues are argued to be equally important in TESL as there is a need for, and numerous benefits from, making students sensitive to their presence both in everyday communication and for achieving specific goals. Finally, the workshop provided English teachers with ideas and materials to use in their classrooms. Needless to say, we had tons of fun exploring our linguistic creativity in coining euphemisms!
 Marina Hadžiomerović, our IATEFL representative, traveled all the way from Zagreb to start the holiday season with her workshop Songs in the Classroom – Get in the Mood for Christmas. She shared a lot of easy and fun activities that can used when teaching Christmas songs and carols. She even sang for us, which was wonderful! Moreover, active participants won CDs with Christmas songs by answering her questions. 

We rounded our meeting off with a short Christmas quiz. There were three prizes for the fastest participants. Teachers had to answer Christmas trivia questions. The prizes included chocolate, a Christmas candle and a collection of Dickens’ Christmas stories, including A Christmas Carol. I enjoyed preparing the quiz and buying presents and I hope our members enjoyed participating in it. 

I am glad to say that we have fifteen new members so far. We cooperate with Glas Slavonije and inform teachers in our region about our activities. Some of our members are also active on the official HUPE Facebook site. Finally, our meetings are well attended and I am happy to say that our second meeting attracted 39 teachers. HUPE Osijek is a well-oiled team with active teachers eager to learn and use this knowledge to improve their teaching skills for the benefit of their students. I am proud to be a member of that team.               
Ivana Kirin
