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Opatija, one of the most attractive tourist destinations in Croatia, hosted more than 400 
teachers and language experts who gathered in Grand Hotel Adriatic to participate and  
celebrate the 20th HUPE Conference, held under the auspices of the President of the 

Republic of Croatia, Mr Ivo Josipovic.  

 A wide array of great presentations and an 
abundance of interesting speakers, including 
Marija Andraka, Olha Madylus, Lindsay 
Clandfield, Ken Wilson, Mark Andrews, Piotr 
Steinbrich, made this event  thoroughly 
enjoyable. We were honoured to have an 
opportunity to listen to one of the most  
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distinguished linguists, professor David Crystal. One of his plenary talks was on the 
history and character of text messaging, based on the book `Txtng: the Gr8 Db8`, the 
other was about Language and the Internet, but the light-motive of the conference was 
his performance `Speaking Shakespearean`. 
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Some of the participants/speakers wanted to share their impressions of the conference 
with our readers:  

Ken Wilson: 



This was my third HUPE conference, and I remember the first two - in Brela and Zadar - 
very well. When Croatian teachers walk into your talk, some of them look quite serious - 
and this can make you very nervous! Then something OK happens in the talk and then 
everything takes off. And then they are the best, really the best. HUPE teachers are 
hard-working, they get involved and if there's fun to be had, they will have it. I've done 
more than fifty talks and workshops in this academic year and I can honestly say the two 
presentations I did at Opatija were in my top five for audience reaction. 

 

Ivana Milosevic: 

Although HUPE celebrated its 20th birthday this year, this was my first HUPE conference. 
I really enjoyed my stay in Opatija, as the conference was carefully planned and 
organized, the topics were both interesting and relevant, and the speakers were first-
class. 

 I attended it as a speaker and ran a workshop entitled “Creativity and Beyond”. More 
than 70 teachers attended it and according to participants’ feedback I can say it was a 
real success. 

The plenaries were brilliant and there were many successful workshops and talks. The 
workshops were really intensive but stimulating. No matter how tired we were, we were 
all eagerly waiting for the evening events. The Pecha Kucha evening with Lindsay 
Clandfield was great but London Calling – stand up comedians was an absolute blast! I 
recommend you to see Mark Andrew’s clips on his YouTube channel. 
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MirnaVidakovic:  
The mixture of salty air, inspiring speakers and enthusiastic teachers, coffee breaks 
where friendships and professional contacts were created, wonderful David Crystal who 
taught us a little bit of Shakespearean, and witty and a bit cheeky humour from very 



entertaining London Calling stand up comedians. That was my HUPE experience. Got 
back home with renewed enthusiasm and energy, and looking forward to putting some 
new ideas into classroom practice. 
 
Fred Ovey: 
 
Short and to the point. As a newcomer to the Country, Conference Scene and 
Presenting, I felt that in no time at all…`New Faces became New Friends`. Thanks for 
having me. 
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Aneta Naumoska:  
 
Attending and presenting at the HUPE 2012 Conference in Opatija, Croatia, presents 
one of my most memorable ELT experiences, a highlight in my ELT Curriculum Vitae 
and a springboard for upcoming ELT conferences in the region and beyond. Starting off 
in a relaxed atmosphere on Thursday evening (April 19) with a cocktail mingling event, it 
was followed by two action-packed days (April 20-21), harmoniously moving from 
plenary sessions to workshops/talks and finally to a stand-up comedy with the hilarious 
threesome: Jeff, Alfie and Paddy. When I told my family, friends and colleagues that 
since the Thursday when I had arrived at the Grand Adriatic Hotel up to the Sunday 
when I (unfortunately!) had had to leave all the pleasant company, I hadn't even for a 
moment left the hotel (not even for a walk by the sea), they couldn't believe me and were 
sure I was kidding them. How can a person come to the magnificent Opatija and not sit 
back in the cafes overlooking the Adriatic Sea? However, that was the truth - I can say 
with certainty that I didn't feel the need to leave the hotel because of the splendid 
moments I was a part of and the seemingly never-ending conversations with colleagues 
from all over Europe. The topics of conversation varied, the stories of our personal lives 
also found their way into the late-night discussions, and even though I was the only 
Macedonian colleague there (being the ELTAM representative) I never felt out of place 
in that colorful myriad. I sincerely hope that I have contributed to the HUPE Conference 
with my share of ideas. I wish all my colleagues a fruitful ELT year, since we will meet 
next year again - same place, (approximately) same time! All the best from Macedonia, 
Aneta Naumoska.  
 
For those of you who could not manage to attend the conference and would like to get a 
glimpse of it, a selection of on-line conference sessions is available at the website: 
 http://www.hupe.hr/2012/04/hupe-conference-online/ 

http://www.hupe.hr/2012/04/hupe-conference-online/


     
  
 

Sanja Conjagic has been working as an English language teacher since 2001. 
She has held workshops at the British Council, ELTA Conferences and in the region. 
She was an ELTA board member for 4 years. Currently, she is a Director of Studies at 
the Educational Centre `Premier` in Sabac.  
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